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which is all that I much caro for, there is the career of
merit, and I can promote any able man that I recognise.
As for their religion, they are tolerant and exact nothing
from me; and if I had any religion except Madre Natrmi,
I am not sure I would not prefer Islamism ; which is at
least simple, and as little sacerdotal as any organised creed
can be. The Porte made me a liberal offer and I accepted
it. It so happened that, the moment I entered their service,
I was wanted. They had a difficulty on their Dalmatian
frontier; I settled it in a way they liked. And now I am
sent here with full powers, and am a pacha of the highest
class, and with a prospect of some warm work. I do not
know what your views are, but, if you would like a little
more soldiering, I will put you on my staff; and, for aught
I know, we may find our winter-quarters at Grand Cairo,
they say a pleasant place for such a season/

*  My  soldiering   has   not   been   very   fortunate/   said
Lothair;   * and   I   arn  not  quite aH great an admirer  of
the Turks as you are, General.    My mind is rather on the
pursuits of peace, and twenty hours ago I had a dream of
settling on the shores of the Sea of Galilee.*

I Whatever you do/ said the General, 'give up dreams.*

II  think you may be right in that,' said Lothair, with
half a sigh.

* Action may not always he happiness,' said the General;
1 but there is no happiness without action.    If you will not
fight the Egyptians, were I you, I would return home and
plunge into affairs.   That was a fine castle of yours I visited
one morning;   a man who lives in such a place must be
able to find a great deal to do.1

* I  almost wish  1  were there,   with  you  for my com-
panion/ said Lothair.

4 The wheel may turn/ said the General; ' but I begir
to think I shall riot see much of Europe again. I have
given it some of my best years and boat blood ; and if i